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instant after M. le Due d'Orleans. I allowed the stir that ac-
companied his appearance to subside a little, and then, seeing
that the Chief President was about to speak, I forestalled him,
uncovered my head, and then covered it, and made my speech
in the terms agreed "upon. I concluded by appealing to M, le
Due d'Orl&ins to verify the truth of what I had said, in so far
as it affected him.

The profound silence with which I was listened to showed
the surprise of all present. M. le Due d'Orleans uncovered
himself, and in a low tone, and with, an embarrassed manner,
confirmed what I had said, then covered himself again.

Immediately afterwards I looked at M. du Maine, who ap-
peared to be well content at being let off so easily, and who,
my neighbours said to me, appeared much troubled at my
commencement.

A very short silence followed my protest, after which I saw
the Chief President say something in a low tone to M. le Due
d'Orleans, then arrange a deputation of the Parliament to go in
search, of the King's will, and its codicil, which had been put in
the same place. Silence continued during this great and short
period of expectation; every one looked at his neighbour without
stirring. We were all upon the lower seats, the doors were
supposed to be closed, but the grand chamber was filled with a
large and inquisitive crowd. The regiment of guards had
secretly occupied all the avenues, commanded by the Due de
Guiche, who got six hundred thousand francs out of the Due
d'Orleans for this service, which was quite unnecessary.

The deputation was not long in returning. Tt placed the
will and the codicil in the hands of the Chief President who
presented them, without parting with them, to M. le Due
d'Orleans, then passed them from hand to hand to Dreux, con-
seiller of the Parliament, and father of the grand master of the
ceremonies, saying that he read well, and in a loud voice that
would be well heard by everybody. It may be imagined with
what silence he was listened to, and how all eyes and ears were
turned towards him. Through all his joy the Due de Maine
showed that his soul was troubled, as thobgh about to undergo